QUOTES ‘n’ ANECDOTES

Compiled by Gwilym Pryce

(as at 20 June 2006)
 
Sources are cited when they are known but much of the material comes from anonymous sources.
 

# Age:

‘Its sobering to consider that when Mozart was my age he had already been dead for a year.’ (Tom Lehrer, p. 62, Showbiz in Quotes 1990).

'A diplomat is a man who always remembers a woman's birthday but never remembers her age' (Robert Frost, quoted in the Spectator)


# Anagrams:

      Dormitory                  		Dirty Room
      Desperation                	A Rope Ends It
      The Morse Code          	Here Come Dots
      Slot Machines             		Cash Lost in 'em
      Animosity                   	Is No Amity
      Mother-in-law             	Woman Hitler  (tasteless)
      Snooze Alarms             	Alas! No More Z's
      Alec Guinness               	Genuine Class
      The Public Art Galleries    	Large Picture Halls, I Bet
      A Decimal Point             	I'm a Dot in Place
      The Earthquakes             	That Queer Shake
      Eleven plus two             	Twelve plus one
      Contradiction              	Accord not in it

 “To be or not to be: that is the question, whether its nobler in the mind to
 suffer the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune."

 And the Anagram:

 "In one of the Bard's best-thought-of tragedies, our insistent hero,
 Hamlet, queries on two fronts about how life turns rotten."


 "That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind."

 The Anagram:

 "A thin man ran; makes a large stride, left planet, pins flag on moon! On to
 Mars!"



# Animals:

'Where there is animal worship there is human sacrifice' (GK Chesterton, quoted in  The Independent).

In a Budapest zoo:
      "Please do not feed the animals.  If you have any suitable
      food, give it to the guard on duty."

Sunday School essay:
--The Christians who were condemned to death entered the arena
to face wild lions singing hymns of praise.


# Appearance:

‘I eat like a vulture.  Unfortunately the resemblance doesn’t end there.’ (Groucho Marx, p.12, Showbiz in Quotes 1990).

‘People think I have an interesting walk.  Hell, I’m just holding my gut in.’ (Robert Mitchum, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘I never forget a face, but I’ll make an exception in your case.’ (Groucho Marx, p. 44, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'The problem with beauty is that it's like being born rich and getting poorer' (Joan Collins, quoted in The Observer)

'I have the body of an 18-year-old.  I keep it in the fridge' (Spike Milligan)

'Fine words and insinuating appearance are seldom associated with true virtue' (Confucius, quoted in The Independent)

'Clothes make the man.  Naked people have little or no influence in society' (Mark Twain)



# Birth:

In a Czechoslovakian tourist agency:
      "Take one of our horse-driven city tours - we guarantee no
      miscarriages."

Sign in a Norwegian cocktail lounge:
      "ladies are requested not to have children in the bar."

Quotes from Sunday school stories written by children:

-- When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.

 --Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.

 --In the Gospel of Luke they named him Enamel.


# Change:

‘When there’s a bit of me I don’t like, I change it’. (Cher, p. 11, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘The only time a woman really succeeds in changing a man is when he is a baby’ (Natalie Wood, p. 59, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Children and parenthood:

Church notice: "For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs."

A little boy stood at the foot of the escalator watching the moving handrail.  A shop attendant looked on in compassion and asked ‘are you frightened’? ‘No’.  ‘Are you confused about how the escalator works?’ ‘No’ ‘Then what are you doing?’.  ‘I’m waiting for my bubble gum to come round’.

‘People say you should never hit your children in anger.  When is a good time? When you’re feeling festive?’ (Roseanne Barr, quoted in The Observer, and in The Week, p.21, 18 March 2006)

Sunday school quotes:
"The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him..."
"The Fifth Commandment is humour thy father and mother."

'If you really want to hurt your parents, and you don't have the nerve to be homosexual, the least you can do is go into the arts.' (Kurt Vonnegut, quoted in the Sunday Telegraph)


# Church & Religion: 

Church notices: "Don't let worry kill you--let the church help."

"Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community."

Quotes from Sunday school essays: 

"Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the ten amendments..."

"The brother of Jacob was called Seesaw."


In and advertisement by a Hong Kong dentist: "Teeth extracted by the latest Methodists."

How many charismatics does it take to change a light bulb?
         Only one since his/her hands are in the air anyway.

How many Calvinists does it take to change a light bulb?
         None. God has predestined when the lights will be on.
         Or... Calvinists do not change light bulbs. They simply read
         the instructions and pray the light bulb will decide
         to change itself.

How many Baptists does it take to change a light bulb?
         CHANGE??????? Ever heard of a Baptist changing anything?

How many neo-evangelicals does it take to change a light bulb?
         No one knows. They can't tell the difference between
         light and darkness.

How many Pentecostals does it take to change a light bulb?
         Ten. One to change the bulb and nine to pray against
         the spirit of darkness.

How many TV evangelists does it take to change a light bulb?
         One, but for the message of light to continue, send in
         your donation today.

How many fundamentalists or independent Baptists does it take
         to change a light bulb?
         Only one because anymore would be compromise and
         ecumenical standards of light would slip.

How many liberals does it take to change a light Bulb?
         At least ten, as they need to hold a debate on whether or
         not the light bulb exists. Even if they can agree upon
         the existence of the light bulb, they still may not change
         it to keep from alienating those who might use other
         forms of light.

How many Anglicans or Catholics does it take to change a light bulb?
         None. They always use candles.

How many campfire worship leaders does it take to change a light bulb?
         One, but soon all those around can warm up to its
         glowing.

How many Episcopalians does it take to change a light bulb?
         Ten. One to actually change the bulb, and nine to say
         how much they liked the old one.

How many United Methodists does it take to change a light bulb?
         They choose not to make a statement of either in favor of
         or against the need for a light bulb. However, if in your
         own journey you have found that a light bulb works for
         you, that is fine. You are invited to write a poem or
         compose a modern dance about your personal relationship
         to your light bulb and present it next month at the
         annual light bulb Sunday service, in which they will
         explore a number of light bulb traditions, including
         incandescent, fluorescent, three-way, long-life, and
         tinted; all of which are equally valid paths to
         luminescence through Jesus Christ.




A Methodist church tried to get a man to attend, but he never did.  ‘Why don’t you come?’ the minister asked, and the man finally admitted it was because he didn’t have proper clothes. So a member of the congregation took him to a clothing store and got him a nice suit, shirt, tie and shoes.  But on the following Sunday, he still did not show up.  So the minister visited him again and asked why he didn’t come.  ‘When I got dressed up in my new suit,’ the man explained, ‘I looked so good I decided to go to the Episcopal church’.  (no. 146, p.70, ‘1001 humorous illustrations’).

Nelson Mandela on Jehovah’s Witnesses:
‘Although I found some aspects of the Watch Tower’s system to be interesting and worthwhile, I could not and did not share her devotion.  There was an obsessional element to it that put me off.  From what I could discern, her faith taught passivity and submissiveness in the face of oppression, something I could not accept. …. I tried to persuade her of the necessity of the struggle, while she attempted to persuade me of the value of religious faith.  When I would tell her that I was serving the nation, she would reply that serving God was above serving the nation.  We were finding no common ground and I was becoming convinced that the marriage was no longer tenable.' (Long Walk to Freedom, p.176)

'Puritanism... the haunting fear that someone, somewhere, may be happy' (H.L. Menchken)


# Computers:

Frequently Asked Questions from the Etch-A-Sketch Help Desk

Q:   My Etch-A-Sketch has all of these funny little lines all over the
screen.
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   How do I turn my Etch-A-Sketch off?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   What's the shortcut for Undo?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   How do I create a New Document window?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   How do I set the background and foreground to the same colour?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   What is the proper procedure for rebooting my Etch-A-Sketch?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   How do I delete a document on my Etch-A-Sketch?
A:   Pick it up and shake it.

Q:   How do I save my Etch-A-Sketch document?
A:   Don't shake it.



This is the IT version of the book of Genesis: 

 1. In the beginning GOD created the Bit and the Byte. And from those he
 created the Word.
 2. And there were two Bytes in the Word; and nothing else existed. And God
 separated the One from the Zero; and he saw it was good.
 3. And God said - Let the Data be; And so it happened. And God said let
 the Data go to their proper places. And he created floppy disks and  hard
 disks and compact disks.
 4. And God said - Let the computers be, so there would be a place to put
 floppy disks and hard disks and compact disks. Thus God created computers
 and called them hardware.
 5. And there was no OS, so God created yet another being, "eunuchs", and
 said : "From now you shall be called Unix, for you will allow multiple
 processes to run in harmony, not eating up all resources, and you shall
 see to proper allocation of all resources".
 6. And there was no Software yet. But God created programs; small and big.
 And told them - Go and multiply yourselves and fill all the Memory.
 7. And God said - I will create the Programmer; And the Programmer will
 make new programs and govern over the computers and programs and data.
 8. But Bill saw himself smarter than all the other creatures of God. And
 Bill used his creative powers to create an illegitimate small brother to
 Unix, and called it DOS. God saw the creation of DOS, and frowned upon it,
 but let it be.
 9 And God created the Programmer; and put him at Data Center; And God
 showed the Programmer the commands "find, grep, ls, cat, mkdir, chmod and
 chown" and said "You can use all the volumes and subvolumes but DO NOT USE
 Windows."
 10. And God said - It is not Good for the programmer to be alone. He took
 a bone from the Programmer's body and created a creature that would look
 up at the Programmer; and admire the Programmer; and love the things the
 Programmer does;  And God called the creature: the User.
 11. And the Programmer and the User were left under the naked DOS and Unix
 and it was Good.
 12. And Bill said to the User - "Did God really tell you not to run any
 programs ?"
 13. And the User answered - "God told us that we can use every program and
 every piece of Data but told us not to run Windows or we will die."
 14. And Bill said to the User - "How can you talk about something you  did
 not even try. The moment you run Windows you will become equal to God. You
 will be able to create anything you like by a simple click of your mouse."
 15. And the User saw that the fruits of the Windows were nicer and easier
 to use. And the User saw that any knowledge was useless - since Windows
 could replace it."
 16. So the User installed the Windows on his computer; and said to the
 Programmers that it was good.
 17. And the Programmer immediately started to look for new drivers. And
 God asked him - "What are you looking for ?"
   And the Programmer answered - "I am looking for new drivers because I
 can not find them in the DOS."
   And God said - "Who said you need drivers? Did you run Windows?"
   And the Programmer said - "It was Bill who told us to ! "
 18. And God said to Bill - "Because of what you did you will be hated by
 all the creatures. And the User will always be unhappy with you. And you
 will always sell Windows. "
 19. And God said to the User - " Because of what you did, the Windows will
 disappoint you and eat up all your Resources; and you will have to use
 lousy programs; and you will always rely on the Programmer's help."
 20. And God said to the Programmer - "Because you listened to the User you
 will never be happy. All your programs will have errors. and you will have
 to fix them and fix them to the end of time."
 21. And God threw them out of the Data Center and locked the door and
 secured it with a password.
 22. GENERAL PROTECTION FAULT.


# Communication and confusion:

Telephonic exchange between a hotel guest and room service, at a
hotel in Asia, which was recorded and published in the Far East
Economic Review:

Room Service:  "Morny. Ruin sorbees"

Guest :  "Sorry, I thought I dialled room-service"

RS :  "Rye..Ruin sorbees..morny! Djewish to oder sunteen??"

Guest:  "Uh..yes..I'd like some bacon and eggs"

RS:  "Ow July den?"  (Ow July zem)

G:  "What??"

RS:  "Ow July den?...pry,boy,pooch?"

G :  "Oh, the eggs! How do I like them? Sorry, scrambled please."

RS:  "Ow July dee bayhcem...crease?"

G:  "Crisp will be fine"

RS:  "Hokay. An San tos?"

G:  "What?"

RS:  "San tos. July San tos?"

G:  "I don't think so"

RS:  "No? Judo one toes??"

G:  "I feel really bad about this, but I don't know  what 'judo
     one toes' means."

RS:  "Toes! toes!...why djew Don Juan toes? Ow bow singlish
     mopping we bother?"

G:  "English muffin!!  I've got it!  You were saying 'Toast.'
     Fine.  Yes, an English muffin will be fine."

RS:  "We bother?"

G:  "No..just put the bother on the side."

RS:  "Wad?"

G:  "I mean butter...just put it on the side."

RS:  "Copy?"

G:  "Sorry?"

RS:  "Copy...tea...mill?"

G:  "Yes. Coffee please, and that's all."

RS:  "One Minnie. As ruin torino fee, strangle ache, crease
     baychem, tossy, singlish mopping we bother honey sigh, and
     copy....rye??"

G:  "Whatever you say"

RS:  "Tendjewberrymud"

G :  "You're welcome"



Canonical List of Humorous English Mis-translations

                Posted on Rec.Humor By: Anonymous
        Converted to HTML By: Derek Cashman (cashman@infi.net)

In a Tokyo Hotel:
      "Is forbidden to steal hotel towels please.  If you are not a
      person to do such thing is please not to read notis."

 In a Bucharest hotel lobby:
      "The lift is being fixed for the next day.  During that time
      we regret that you will be unbearable."

 In a Leipzig elevator:
      "Do not enter the lift backwards, and only when lit up."

 In Akko, Israel:
      "Lamp Chops"

 In a Belgrade hotel elevator:
      "To more the cabin, push button for wishing floor.  If the
      cabin should enter more persons, each one should press a
      number of wishing floor.  Driving is then going alphabetically
      by national order."

 In a Paris hotel elevator:
      "Please leave your values at the front desk."

 In a hotel in Athens:
      "Visitors are expected to complain at the office between the
      hours of 9 and 11 A.M. daily."

 In a Yugoslavian hotel:
      "The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the job of the
      chambermaid."

 In a Japanese hotel:
      "You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid."

 In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox
 monastery:
      "You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian
      and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily
      except Thursday."

 In an Austrian hotel catering to skiers:
      "Not to perambulate the corridors in the hours of repose in
      the boots of ascension."

 On the menu of a Swiss restaurant:
      "Our wines leave you nothing to hope for."

 On the menu of a Polish hotel:
      "Salad a firm's own make; limpid red beet soup with cheesy
      dumplings in the form of a finger; roasted duck let loose;
      beef rashers beaten up in the country people's fashion."

 Outside a Hong Kong tailor shop:
      "Ladies may have a fit upstairs."

 In a Bangkok dry cleaner's:
      "Drop your trousers here for best results."

 Outside a Paris dress shop:
      "Dresses for street walking."

 In a Rhodes tailor shop:
      "Order your summers suit.  Because is big rush we will execute
      customers in strict rotation."
 
 Similarly, from the Soviet Weekly:
      "There will be a Moscow Exhibition of Arts by 15,000 Soviet
      Republic painters and sculptors.  These were executed over the
      past two years."
 
 A sign posted in Germany's Black forest:
      "It is strictly forbidden on our black forest camping site
      that people of different sex, for instance, men and women,
      live together in one tent unless they are married with each
      other for that purpose."

 In a Zurich hotel:
      "Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests of the
      opposite sex in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby be
      used for this purpose."

 In and advertisement by a Hong Kong dentist:
      "Teeth extracted by the latest Methodists."

 In a Rome laundry:
      "Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the afternoon
      having a good time."

 In a Czechoslovakian tourist agency:
      "Take one of our horse-driven city tours - we guarantee no
      miscarriages."

 Advertisement for donkey rides in Thailand:
      "Would you like to ride on your own ass?"

 In a Bangkok temple:
      "It is forbidden to enter a woman even a foreigner if dressed
      as a man."

 In a Tokyo bar:
      "Special cocktails for the ladies with nuts."

 In a Copenhagen airline ticket office:
      "We take your bags and send them in all directions."

 On the door of a Moscow hotel room:
      "If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to
      it."

 In a Norwegian cocktail lounge:
      "ladies are requested not to have children in the bar."

 In a Budapest zoo:
      "Please do not feed the animals.  If you have any suitable
      food, give it to the guard on duty."

 In the office of a Roman doctor:
      "Specialist in women and other diseases."

 In an Acapulco hotel:
      "The manager has personally passed all the water served here."

 In a Tokyo shop:
      "Our nylons cost more than common, but you'll find they are
      best in the long run."

 From a Japanese information booklet about using a hotel air
 conditioner:
      "Cooles and Heates:  If you want just condition of warm in
      your room, please control yourself."

 From a brochure of a car rental firm in Tokyo:
      "When passenger of foot heave in sight, tootle the horn.
      Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles
      your passage then tootle him with vigor."

 Two signs from a Majorcan shop entrance:
      "- English well talking."
      "- Here speeching American."

The following are items found overseas in which people have made
inappropriate use of English words for
various products, and bizzare menu items in resturants.

Menu Items

Cold shredded children and sea blubber in spicy sauce       -  China
Indonesian Nazi Goreng                                      -  Hong Kong
Muscles Of Marines/Lobster Thermos                          -  Cairo
Prawn cock and tail                                         -  Cairo
Cock in wine/Lioness cutlet                                 -  Cairo
French fried ships                                          -  Cairo
Garlic Coffee                                               -  Europe
Sole Bonne Femme (Fish Landlady style)                      -  Europe
Boiled Frogfish                                             -  Europe
Sweat from the trolley                                      -  Europe
Dreaded veal cutlet with potatoes in cream                  -  China
Rainbow Trout, Fillet Streak, Popotoes, Chocolate Mouse     -  Hong Kong
Roasted duck let loose                                      -  Poland
Beef rashers beaten up in the country peoples fashion       -  Poland
Fried freindship                                            -  Nepal
Strawberry crap                                             -  Japan
Pork with fresh garbage                                     -  Vietnam
Toes with butter and jam                                    -  Bali
Goose Barnacles                                             -  Spain
French Creeps                                               -  L.A.
Fried fishermen                                             -  Japan
Buttered saucepans and fried hormones                       -  Japan
Teppan Yaki - Before Your Cooked Right Eyes                 -  Japan
Pepelea's Meat Balls                                        -  Romania


# Crimes and misdemeanours:

Letter to The Independent regarding Ruth Kelly's refusal to deny that she thought homosexuality was a sin (quoted in The Week, p. 25, 20 May 2006):
'Your front-page attack on Ruth Kelly confuses crimes and sins.  Crimes are breaches of the rules governing life in society, in our case a pluralist society in which each individual is free to live according to his/her conscience, subject to not harming others.  Sins are breaches of the rules governing life within the church community and are deviations from holiness.  Often the two categories overlap in practice: for example, murder is forbidden by both church and state.  However, the overlap is not total, as in the case of homosexual practice, which the church regards as a sin but which the state does not see as a crime.  Miss Kelly may well regard homosexuality as a sin while still affirming the civil rights of homosexuals within society.  There is no contradiction in her position' (Francis Beswick, Stretford).


# Critics:

‘A critic is a man who knows the way but can’t drive the car’ (Kenneth Tynan)

‘A drama critic is a person who surprises the playwright by informing him what he meant’ (Wilson Mizner)

'Any reviewer who expresses rage and loathing for a novel is preposterous. He or she is like a person who has put on full armour and attacked a hot fudge sundae.' (Kurt Vonnegut, quoted in the Sunday Telegraph)


# Danger:

If you can stay calm, while all around you is chaos . . . then you probably haven't completely understood the seriousness of the situation.

NOTICE IN A FIELD: The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but the bull charges.

QUICKSAND WARNING:
   Quicksand. Any person passing this point will be drowned.
   By order of the District Council.

Anagram: Desperation                 A Rope Ends It

NOTICE IN A DRY CLEANER'S WINDOW: "Anyone leaving their garments here for more than 30 days will be disposed of."


# Death:

‘Its not that I am afraid to die. I just don’t want to be there when it happens.’ (W. Allen)

‘I don’t believe in an afterlife, although I am bringing a change of underwear’ (W. Allen)

‘Its sobering to consider that when Mozart was my age he had already been dead for a year.’ (Tom Lehrer).

In the lobby of a Moscow hotel across from a Russian Orthodox monastery:
      "You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous Russian
      and Soviet composers, artists, and writers are buried daily
      except Thursday."

In a Rhodes tailor shop:
      "Order your summers suit.  Because is big rush we will execute
      customers in strict rotation."
 
 Similarly, from the Soviet Weekly:
      "There will be a Moscow Exhibition of Arts by 15,000 Soviet
      Republic painters and sculptors.  These were executed over the
      past two years."


# Devotion and Meditation:

Extracts from ‘Practising the Presence of God’:

‘The time of business does not with me differ from the time of prayer; and in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the same time calling for different things, I possess God in as great tranquillity as if I were upon my knees at the blessed sacrament’ (p.6)

‘In [Brother Lawrence’s] business in the kitchen (to which he had naturally a great aversion), having accustomed himself to do everything there for the love of God, and with prayer, upon all occasions, for His grace to do his work well, he had found everything easy, during fifteen years that he had been employed there.… he was always pleasing himself in every condition by doing little things for the love of God’ (p. 18, 19).

‘That the end we ought to propose to ourselves is to become, in this life, the most perfect worshippers of God we can possibly be, as we hope to be through eternity’ (p.27)

Brother Lawrence writes regarding a soldier, ‘Let him then think of God the most he can.  Let him accustom himself, by degrees, to this small but holy exercise.  No one will notice it, and nothing is easier than to repeat often in the day these little internal adorations’ (p.41)


Drop thy still dews of quietness
‘Til all our strivings cease
Take from our souls
The strain and stress
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace
The beauty of thy peace

From "Dear Lord and Father of Mankind" by John Greenleaf Whittier, 1807-82, Quaker (who apparently wrote the hymn in the middle of revival in concern over manifestations) 


Church notice:
 2.  Thursday night--Potluck supper.  Prayer and medication to follow.
 3.  Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and
     community.



# Easter:

Church notices: "This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an egg on the alter."


# Economics and Taxation:

"The art of taxation consists in so plucking the goose as to get the most feathers for the least hissing" Jean-Baptiste Colbert, Louis XIV's finance minister, quoted in The Independent on Sunday & in The Week, p19, 17 June 2006.

'Trickle-down theory -- the less than elegant metaphor that if one feeds the horse enough oats, some will pass through to the road for the sparrows' (JK Galbraith)

'There are two sorts of forecasters: those who don't know, and those who don't know that they don't know.' (JK Galbraith, quoted in The Times)

'A recession is when your neighbour loses their job, a depression is when you lose your own'  (Ronald Reagan, quoted in the Daily Mail)



# Evangelism

‘I look upon all the world as my parish’ (John Wesley, PQB p. 14)

‘Too many clergymen have become keepers of an aquarium instead of fishers of men.  And often they are just swiping each other’s fish’ (M.S. Augsburger, p.27, PQB)

Ten Things People Don't Say When Spotting a Christian Bumper Sticker or Fish Sign On The Car In Front
(By Mike Higgs, Internet for Christians Newsletter):

1. "Look! Let's stop that car and ask those folks how  we can become 
Christians!"

2. "Don't worry Billy - those people are Christians, they must have a good 
reason for driving 90 miles an hour."

3. "What a joy to be sharing the highway with another car of Spirit-filled 
brothers and sisters!"

4. "Isn't it wonderful how God has blessed that Christian couple with a 
brand new BMW?"

5. "Dad, how come people who drive like that don't get put in jail?  Can we 
have a bumper sticker like that too?"

6. "Stay clear of those folks, Martha.  If they get raptured, that car's 
gonna be all over the place!"

7. "Oh look!  That Christian woman is getting the chance to share Jesus with 
a police officer."

8. "No, that's not garbage coming out of their windows, Bert - it's probably 
Gospel tracts for the road workers."

9. "Oh boy, we're in trouble now!  We just rear-ended one of God's cars!"

10. "Quick Alice, honk the horn or they won't know we love Jesus!"



# Fame:

‘I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work … I want to achieve it through not dying.’ (W. Allen, p. 9, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘someone once asked me if my dream was to live on in the hearts of people.  I said I would rather live on in my apartment’ (W. Allen, p. 9, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘In the final analysis, its true that fame is unimportant.  No matter how great a man is, the size of his funeral usually depends on the weather.’ (Rosemary Clooney, p. 31, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)



# Family:

‘I appreciate the chance to visit my mom on Mother’s Day – it’s like taking a refresher course in guilt’ (W. Allen, p. 37, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Fashion:

'Fashion is what you adopt when you don't know who you are' (Quentin Crisp, quoted in The Observer)



# Fatherhood of God:

Smail, T. (1980) ‘The Forgotten Father: Rediscovering the heart of the Christian Gospel’, Paternoster Press, ISBN 0-85364-766-6.

‘I have noticed that those who grow up in homes where father fulfils his function in a reasonably satisfactory way are that much more likely to have an integrated personality, to be able to cope healthily with the claims of authority and to have a confident stance towards life that keeps them from many weakening and crippling fears.’ (p. 13)

‘… within the renewal there has been an obsession with personal experience and sometimes even with trivial providences at the expense of the call to evangelise and act amidst the needs of society, which is perhaps understandable in the early stages of a renewal movement but which becomes disconcerting when it continues after many years.  As Canon Rex Davis of Lincoln, a sympathetic observer, has put it, he is not very impressed with a God who finds parking spaces for charismatics but is not concerned about the agony of Rhodesia.’ (p. 15)

‘Since our relationship to Abba is clearly secondary to Jesus’ own relationship, secondary to Jesus’ own relationship, as a reflection is to an original, we need to examine his before we can know about ours’ (p.51)

If we forget the Father, ‘we shall see Jesus only as the one who faces in our direction, as Saviour, Healer, Baptiser in the Spirit, Renewer of the Church, who by his Spirit meets our needs for pardon, wholeness, satisfaction and self-fulfilment.  We shall see the value of Jesus as his value to us rather than as his value to God.’ p.29.


# Forgiveness:

Sign outside of religious building: ‘Absolutely no trespassing! Violators will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law’ Signed: ‘Sisters of Mercy’.

From Sunday school essay: "Sampson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles"

'Forgive your enemies, but never forget their names' (JFK, quoted in The Times)


# Gambling:

Anagram:  Slot Machines               Cash Lost in 'em


# Gandhi:

Mahatma Gandhi walked barefoot most of the time.
 This produced an impressive set of calluses on his feet.
 He also ate very little, which made him rather frail.
 With this odd diet, he suffered from bad breath.

 This made him what? "A super callused fragile mystic plagued with halitosis."



# Goals:
‘You’ve got a goal.  I’ve got a goal.  Now all we need is a football team.’ (Groucho Marx, p. 10, Showbiz in Quotes 1990).


# Gossip:

Definition of gossip: "Hearing something you like about someone you don't" Earl Wilson's definition of gossip, quoted in The Week, 17 June 2006.

'I hate to spread rumours but what else can one do with them?' (Model Amanda Lear, quoted in The Mail on Sunday)



# Happiness:

'Happiness is not getting what you want; it is wanting what you have' (Professor Andrew Clark, quoted in the Observer)

‘Life is divided between the horrible and the miserable.’ (Woody Allen, p. 48, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Most of the time I don’t have much fun.  The rest of the time I don’t have any fun at all.’ (Woody Allen, p. 48, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'Happiness is a butterfly which, when pursued, is always beyond our grasp, but which if you will sit down quietly, may alight upon you.' (Nathaniel Hawthorne, quoted in the Evening Standard)

# Hell:

Scottish Minister on the Island of Lewis: ‘And when you’re down in the fiery pit, weeping and gnashing your teeth it will be no good looking up to Heaven and pleading ‘Lord, we didna ken, we didna ken.’  God will look down from his heavenly throne and reply: ‘Well, ye ken noo.’


# History:

'History does not repeat itself but it rhymes.'  (Mark Twain, quoted in The Times).

‘Just compare with the vast monuments of this vital aqueduct network those useless pyramids or the good-for-nothing tourist attractions of the Greeks’ (Frontinus, superintendent of Roman aqueducts, quoted in the Spectator and The Week p.19, 27 May 2006)


# Hope and Despair:

'Hope is a good breakfast, but a poor supper' (Francis Bacon)

On the menu of a Swiss restaurant: "Our wines leave you nothing to hope for."

A person who smiles in the face of adversity . . . probably has a scapegoat.

"Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines."

"Artificial Intelligence is no match for Natural Stupidity"

"Aim Low, Reach Your Goals, Avoid Disappointment"

Sunday school quote:
"Moses died before he ever reached Canada..."



# Humility, selflessness and the absence of either:

‘Most people who are as attractive, witty and intelligent as I am are usually conceited’ (Joan Rivers, p. 20, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘The greatest of faults, I should say, is to be conscious of none.’ (Thomas Carlyle, quoted in The Dundee Courier and in The Week, p. 19, 3 June 2006).

‘Egotism – usually just a case of mistaken nonentity’ (Barbara Stanwyck, p.20, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

Two signs from a Majorcan shop entrance:
      "- English well talking."
      "- Here speeching American."


Story of Lion Asserting Leadership
The lion was proud of his mastery of the animal kingdom.  One day he decided to make sure all the other animals knew he was the king of the jungle.  He was so confident that he bypassed the smaller animals and went straight to the bear.  ‘Who is the king of the jungle? the lion asked.  The bear replied, ‘Why you are, of course.’  The lion gave a mighty roar of approval.  Next he asked the tiger, ‘who is the king of the Jungle?’  The tiger quickly responded, ‘Everyone knows that you are, mighty lion.’  Next of the list was the elephant.  The lion faced the elephant and addressed his question: ‘Who is the king of the jungle?  The elephant immediately grabbed the lion with his trunk, whirled him around in the air five or six times and slammed him into a tree.  Then he pounded him onto the ground several times, dunked him under water in a nearby lake, and finally dumped him in the sloppy mud.  The lion – beaten, bruised, and battered – struggled to his feet.  He looked at the elephant and said, ‘Look, just because you don’t know the answer is no reason for you to get mean about it!’ (No. 187, p. 85, ‘1001 humorous illustrations for public speaking’)


‘If people don’t sit at Chaplin’s feet, he goes and stands where they’re sitting.’ (Charlie Chaplin, p. 64, Showbiz in Quotes 1990).


 A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3.  The boys
 began to argue over who would get the first pancake.
 Their mother saw opportunity for a moral lesson.  "If Jesus were sitting here,
 He would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake. I can wait.'"
 Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus."

 ‘There are no small parts.  Only small actors. (Ginger Rogers, p. 7, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'One of man's oldest exercises in moral philosophy is the search for a superior justification for selfishness.' (JK Galbraith, quoted in The Times)


# Humour and Happiness:

'Humour is emotional chaos remembered in tranquillity' (James Thurber, quoted in The Times)

‘I always enjoy appearing before a British audience.  Even if they don’t feel like laughing, they nod their heads to show they’ve understood’ (Bob Hope, p. 39, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Start off everyday with a smile and get it over with’ (W.C. Fields, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Leadership:

 If at first you don't succeed, try management.

 A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their six-
 year-old daughter and said, "Would you like to say the blessing?"  "I wouldn't
 know what to say," the girl replied.  "Just say what you hear Mommy say," the
 wife answered.  The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why on earth did
 I invite all these people to dinner?"


Nelson Mandela used to go boxing training with his son:
‘We each took turns leading the training sessions.  Things would get a bit rough for me on the nights that my son was in charge, for he would single me out for criticism.  He was quick to chastise me whenever I got lazy.  Everybody in the gym called me ‘Chief’, an honorific he avoided, calling me ‘Mister Mandela,’ and occasionally, when he felt sympathy for his old man, … ‘My brother’.  When he saw me loafing, he would say in a stern voice, ‘Mister Mandela, you are wasting our time this evening.  If you cannot keep up, why not go home and sit with the old women.’  Everyone enjoyed these jibes immensely, and it gave me pleasure to see my son so happy and confident.’ (p. 168).

 A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his
 parishioners.  All went well until he came to one house.  It was
 obvious that someone was home, but no one came to the door even after he
 had knocked several times.  Finally, he took out his card, wrote on the
 back "Revelation 3:20" and stuck it on the door.
 Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any
 man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
 sup with him, and he with me.
  The next day, as he was counting the offering he found his card in the
 collection plate. Below his message was a notation "Genesis 3 :10"
  Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and
 I was afraid, because I was naked."



# Liberty and imprisonment:

‘It’s all right letting yourself go, as long as you can get yourself back’ (Mick Jagger, p. 49, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'Necessity is the plea for every infringement of human freedom. It is the argument of tyrants; it is the creed of slaves.' (William Pitt the Younger, quoted in The Independent).



# Life:

‘Life is divided between the horrible and the miserable.’ (Woody Allen, p. 48, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Life is a tragedy when seen in close-up, but a comedy in long-shot’ (Charlie Chaplin, p. 48, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘A nation should not be judged by how it treats its highest citizens, but its lowest ones – and South Africa treated its imprisoned African citizens like animals’ (p.175)

‘To err may  be human, but it feels divine’ (Steve Martin, p.66, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'Any idiot can face a crisis.  It is day-to-day living that wears you out' (Anton Chekhov, quoted in Time Out).

'Life is the same for everyone when you are alone at night in an empty room' (Nicolas Sarkozy, French interior minister, quoted in The Times)

'We are here on earth to fart around.  And don't let anybody tell you different' (Kurt Vonnegut, quoted in the Spectator)



# Long Run:

"In the long run, we are all dead" (JM Keynes).

Sign in a Tokyo shop: "Our nylons cost more than common, but you'll find they are
      best in the long run."




# Marriage and relationships:

'For a marriage to have any chance, every day at least six things should go unsaid' (Jill Craigie, quoted in the Sunday Telegraph).

'I have known some liars who were not adulterers, but I have never known an adulterer who was not a liar' (anon)

'Once a woman has forgiven a man, she must not reheat his sins for breakfast' (Marlene Dietrich)

'Like everything which is not the involuntary result of fleeting emotion but the creation of time and will, any marriage, happy or unhappy, is infinitely more interesting than any romance, however passionate."  (WH Auden, quoted in The Spectator)

‘Kissing don’t last, cookery do.’ (George Meredith, quoted in The Times)

‘The only time a woman really succeeds in changing a man is when he is a baby’ (Natalie Wood, p. 59, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

   OUTSIDE A SECOND HAND SHOP:
   We exchange anything - bicycles, washing machines etc. Why
   not bring your wife along and get a wonderful bargain.

Sunday School essay:
--Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by
night.

--The First Commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat
the apple.

--The Seventh Commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.

--Solomon had 200 wives and 700 cucumbers.

      Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines...

--The epistles were the wives of the apostles.

--A Christian can have only one wife. This is called monotony.

--Holy acrimony is another name for marriage.

‘Ah yes, divorce… from the Latin word meaning to rip out a man’s genitals through his wallet.’ (Robin Williams, quoted in The People and in The Week, p. 19, 3 June 2006)

‘I never hated a man enough to give him back his diamonds’(Zsa Zsa Gabor, p. 59, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘The average man is more interested in a woman who is interested in him than he is in a woman with beautiful legs’ (Marlene Dietrich, p.58, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'The bonds of wedlock are so heavy that it takes two to carry them -- sometimes three' (Alexandre Dumas, quoted in The Times)

‘Behind every successful man is a surprised woman’

TIPS TO LOOK AFTER YOUR HUSBAND -- EXTRACT FROM 1950 HOME ECONOMICS BOOK

HAVE DINNER READY

Plan ahead, even the night before, to have a delicious meal on time. This is
a way of letting him know that you have been thinking about him and are
concerned about his needs. Most men are hungry when they come home and the
prospects of a good meal are part of the warm welcome needed.

PREPARE YOURSELF

Take 15 mins to rest so you will be refreshed when he arrives. Touch up your
makeup put a ribbon in your hair and be fresh looking. He has just been with
a lot of work -weary people. Be a liittle gay and a little more interesting.
His boring day may need a lift.

CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER

Make one last trip through the main part of the house just before your
husband arrives, gathering up school books, toys, paper etc.  Then run a dust
cloth over the tables. Your husband will feel he has reached a have of rest
and order, and it will give you a lift too.


PREPARE THE CHILDREN

Tale a few minutes to wash the children's hands and faces (if they are
small) comb their hair and if necessary change their clothes. They are
little treasures and he would like to see them playing the part.


MINIMIZE ALL NOISE

At the time of his arrival, eliminate all noise of washer, dryer or vacuum.
try to encourage the children to be quite. Be happy to see him. Greet him
with a warm smile, and be glad to see him.

SOME DONT'S

Don't greet him with problems if his late for dinner. Count this as minor
compared with what he might of gone through the day.

MAKE HIM COMFORTABLE

Have him lean back in a comfortable chair or suggest he lie down in the
bedroom. Have a cool or warm drink ready for him. Arrange his pillow and
offer to take of his shoes. Speak in a low, soft, soothing and pleasant
voice. Allow him to relax and unwind.

LISTEN TO HIM

You may have a dozen things to tell him, but the moment of his arrival is
not the time. Let him talk first.


MAKE THE EVENING HIS

Never complain if he does not take you out to dinner or to other places of
entertainment. Instead, try to understand his world of strain and pressure,
his need to come home and relax.


THE GOAL

Try to make your home a place of peace and order where your husband can
renew himself in body and spirit.



# Money and Prosperity:

'No many is rich enough to buy back his past' (Oscar Wilde, quoted in the Daily Telegraph)

'Wealth often takes away chances from men as well as poverty' (Sean O'Casey, quoted in The Independent).

'Money is like manure. You have to spread it around or it smells' (J.Paul Getty, Times)

'The only thing I like about rich people is their money' (Nancy Astor, quoted in The Times).
 After the church service a little boy told the pastor, "When I grow up, I'm
 going to give you some money."  "Well, thank you," the pastor replied, "but
 why?"  "Because my daddy says you're one of the poorest preachers we've ever
 had."

'To the dog who has money, men say My lord dog' (Moroccan saying quoted in The Daily Telegraph).


‘Money is better than poverty, if only for financial reasons’ (W. Allen, p.35, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Every bishop has a crook on his staff’ (anon, p. 20, PQB)

‘My problem lies in reconciling my gross habits with my net income’, (Errol Flynn, p. 35, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can’ (John Wesley, p.23, PQB)

During a TV broadcast, ‘If there is anyone listening to whom I owe money, I’m prepared to forget it’. (Errol Flynn, p. 35, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘My kids never the advantage I had.  I was born poor.’ (Kirk Douglas, p. 37, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

‘Spare no expense to make everything as economical as possible’. (Samuel Goldwyn, p. 67, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


‘Every bishop has a crook on his staff’ (anon, p. 20, PQB)


 The Pope, Billy Graham, and Oral Roberts were in a
 three-way plane crash over the Pacific Ocean. They all
 died and went to heaven together.
 
 "Oh, this is terrible," exclaims St. Peter, "I know you
 guys think we summoned you here, but this is just one of
 those coincidences that happen.  Since we weren't expecting
 you, your quarters just aren't ready... We can't take you
 in and we can't send you back..."
 
 Then he got an idea. He picked up the phone, "Lucifer, this
 is Pete. Hey, I got these three guys up here. They're ours,
 but we weren't expecting them, and we gotta fix the place
 up for 'em. I was hoping you could put them up for a while.
 It'll only be a couple of days. What d'ya say?"
 
 Reluctantly, the Devil agreed.
 
 However, two days later... St. Peter got a call.
 
 "Pete, this is Lucifer.  Hey you gotta come get these three
 clowns. This Pope fellow is forgiving everybody, the Graham
 guy is saving everybody, and that Oral Roberts has raised
 enough money to buy air conditioning."



# Motherhood:

Church notice:
 7.  Tuesday at 4:00 PM there will be an ice cream social.  All ladies
     giving milk will please come early.

In a Czechoslovakian tourist agency:
      "Take one of our horse-driven city tours - we guarantee no
      miscarriages."

In a Norwegian cocktail lounge:
      "ladies are requested not to have children in the bar."

      Mother-in-law               Woman Hitler  (tasteless)

# Music:

Church notices:
 14. A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.
     Music will follow.
 
 15. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What is
     Hell?"  Come early and listen to our choir practice.



# Nationalism:

The European Commission has just announced
an agreement whereby English will be the
official language of the European Union
rather than German, which was the other
possibility.  As part of the negotiations,
Her Majesty's Government conceded that
English spelling had some room for
improvement and has accepted a 5-year
phase-in plan that would be known as "Euro-
English".

In the first year, 's' will replace the
soft 'c'.  Sertainly,this will make the
sivil servants jump with joy.  The hard
'c' will be dropped in favor of the 'k'.
This should klear up konfusion and
keyboards kan have one less letter.

There will be growing publik enthusiasm in
the sekond year when the troublesome 'ph'
will be replased with the 'f'.  This will
make words like 'fotograf' 20% shorter!

In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the
new spelling kan be expected to reach the
stage where more komplikated changes are
possible. Governments will enkorage the
removal of double leters which have always
ben a deterent to akurate speling.  Also,
al wil agre that the horible mes of the
silent 'e' in the languag is disgrasful
and it should go away.

By the 4th year, peopl wil be reseptiv to
steps such as replasing 'th' with 'z' and
'w' wiz 'v'.  During ze fifz year ze
unesesary 'o' kan be dropd from vords
kontaining 'ou' and similar changes vud of
kurs be aplid to ozer kombinations of
leters.  After ze fifz yer ve vil hav a
rali sensibl ritn styl.  Zer vil be no mor
trubl or difikultis and evriun vil find it
ezi tu undrstand ech ozer.

Zen Z Drem Vil Finali Kum Tru!!




# Nature:

On Woody Allen, ‘Woody is at two with nature’ (Dick Cavett, p. 63, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Networking:

'Wise men know everything.  Shrewd men know everybody'



# Noise:

Sunday School essay:
--Jesus ate the last supper with the twelve decibels.

--The Christians who were condemned to death entered the arena
to face wild lions singing hymns of praise.



# Oxymorons:

Oxymorons
  submitted by Dick Wells

  35. State worker
  34. Legally drunk
  33. Exact estimate
  32. Act naturally
  31. Found missing
  30. Resident alien
  29. Genuine imitation
  28. Airline Food
  27. Good grief
  26. Government organization
  25. Jumbo Shrimp
  24. Alone together
  23. Small crowd
  22. Business ethics
  21. Soft rock
  20. Butt Head
  19. Military Intelligence
  18. Sweet sorrow
  17. Rural Metro (ambulance service)
  16. "Now, then ..."
  15. Passive aggression
  14. Clearly misunderstood
  13. Peace force
  12. Extinct Life
  11. Plastic glasses
  10. Terribly pleased
   9. Computer security
   8. Political science
   7. Tight slacks
   6. Definite maybe
   5. Pretty ugly
   4. Rap music
   3. Working vacation
   2. Religious tolerance
  And the number one top Oxymoron....
   1. Microsoft Works 



# Perseverance:

Rugby coach: asked the team captain to do some talent spotting. Captain asked, ‘sure, what are you looking for?’ The coach replied, ‘Well, you know there’s the kind of guy that when you knock him down, he just stays down?’ 

Captain replied, ‘we don’t want him do we coach?’
‘No, that’s right.  Then there’s the guy, you knock him down and he gets up; you knock him down again and he stays down’
‘We don’t want him either, do we coach?’
‘No, but there’s a fellow, you knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down he gets up.
‘That’s the guy we want isn’t it coach?
‘No, I  want you to find that guy who’s knocking everybody down. That’s the one we want!” 


# Philosophy and the meaning of life:

'We are here on earth to fart around.  And don't let anybody tell you different' (Kurt Vonnegut, quoted in the Spectator)

‘What if everything is an illusion and nothing exists? In that case, I definitely overpaid for my carpet.’ (Woody Allen, p. 65, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'We must believe in free will. We have no choice.'  (Isaac Bashevis Singer, quoted in the New Scientist)

'One of man's oldest exercises in moral philosophy is the search for a superior justification for selfishness.' (JK Galbraith, quoted in The Times)

'It is easier to cope with a bad conscience than with a bad reputation' (Nietzche, quoted in The Independent)

"It seems God could have created the world physically exactly like this one, atom for atom, but with no consciousness at all.  And it would have worked just as well. But our universe isn't like that. Our universe has consciousness." (David Chalmers, quoted in "Nonzero", 2000, by Robert Wright, p.321).

"That biological evolution has an arrow -- the invention of more structurally and informationally complex forms of life -- and that this arrow points toward meaning, isn't, of course, proof of the existence of God.  But it's more suggestive of divinity than an alternative world would be: a world in which evolution had no direction, or a world with directional evolution but no consciousness. If more scientists appreciated the weirdness of consciousness -- understood that a world without sentience, hence without meaning, is exactly the world that a modern behavioural scientist should expect to exist -- then reality might inspire more awe than it does." (Robert Wright, "Nonzero", 2000, p.321).


QUESTION: Why did the chicken cross the road?

ANSWERS:

Pat Buchanan: To steal a job from a decent, hard-working American.

Machiavelli: The point is that the chicken crossed the road. Who cares
why? The ends of crossing the road justify whatever motive there was.

Thomas de Torquemada:  Give me ten minutes with the chicken and I'll
find out.

Timothy Leary: Because that's the only kind of trip the Establishment
would let it take

Carl Jung: The confluence of events in the cultural gestalt necessitated
that individual chickens cross roads. This brought such occurrences into
being.

John Locke: Because he was exercising his natural right to liberty.

Albert Camus: It doesn't matter; the chicken's actions have no meaning
except to him.

The Bible: And God came down from the heavens, and He said unto the
chicken, "Thou shalt cross the road." And the Chicken crossed the road,
and there was much rejoicing.

Fox Mulder of "The X Files": It was a government conspiracy.

Freud: The fact that you thought that the chicken crossed the road
reveals your underlying sexual insecurity.

Darwin: Chickens, over great periods of time, have been naturally
selected in such a way that they are now genetically predisposed to
cross roads

Darwin #2: It was the logical next step after coming down from the
trees.

Richard M. Nixon: The chicken did not cross the road. I repeat, the
chicken did not cross the road.

Oliver Stone: The question is not "Why did the chicken cross the road?"
but is rather "Who was crossing the road at the same time whom we
overlooked in our haste to observe the chicken crossing?"

Jerry Seinfeld: Why does anyone cross a road? I mean, why doesn't anyone
ever think to ask, "What the heck was this chicken doing walking around
all over the place anyway?"

The Pope: That is only for God to know.

Louis Farrakhan: The road, you will see, represents the black man. The
chicken crossed the "black man" in order to trample him and keep him
down.

Martin Luther King, Jr.: I envision a world where all chickens will be
free to cross roads without having their motives called into question.

Immanuel Kant: The chicken, being an autonomous being, chose to cross
the road of his own free will.

Grandpa: In my day, we didn't ask why the chicken crossed the road.
Someone told us that the chicken had crossed the road, and that was good
enough for us.

Bill Gates: I have just released the new Chicken 2000, which will both
cross roads AND balance your checkbook, though when it divides 3 by 2 it
gets 1.4999999999.

M.C.Escher:  That depends on which plane of reality the chicken was on
at the time.

George Orwell: Because the government had fooled him into thinking that
he was crossing the road of his own free will, when he was really only
serving their interests.

Colonel Sanders: I missed one?

Plato: For the greater good.

Aristotle: To actualize its potential.

Karl Marx: It was a historical inevitability.

Nietzsche: Because if you gaze too long across the Road, the Road gazes
also across you.

B.F. Skinner: Because the external influences, which had pervaded its
sensorium from birth, had caused it to develop in such a fashion that it
would tend to cross roads, even while believing these actions to be of

Jean-Paul Sartre: In order to act in good faith and be true to itself,
the chicken found it necessary to cross the road.

Albert Einstein: Whether the chicken crossed the road or the road
crossed the chicken depends upon your frame of reference.

Pyrrho the Skeptic: What road?

The Sphinx: You tell me.

Buddha: If you ask this question, you deny your own chicken nature.

Emily Dickenson: Because it could not stop for death.

Ralph Waldo Emerson: It didn't cross the road; it transcended it.

Ernest Hemingway:  To die. In the rain.

Saddam Hussein: This was an unprovoked act of rebellion and we were
quite justified in dropping 50 tons of nerve gas on it.

Saddam Hussein #2: It is the Mother of all Chickens.

Joseph Stalin: I don't care. Catch it. I need its eggs to make my
omelette.

Dr. Seuss: Did the chicken cross the road? Did he cross it with a toad?
Yes the chicken crossed the road, but why he crossed, I've not been
told!

O.J.: It didn't. I was playing golf with it at the time.

	

# Politics:

'In government you wake up and say, 'What shall I do today?' In opposition, you wake up and say, 'What shall I say today?' (Gerald Kaufman, quoted in The Guardian)

'Consensus is something in which no one believes but to which no one objects' (Margaret Thatcher, quoted in The Times)

'The word "politics" is derived from the word "poly", meaning "many", and the word "ticks", meaning "blood sucking parasites".' (Larry Hardiman, quoted in the San Franscisco Chronicle).

'The only safe pleasure for a parliamentarian is a bag of boiled sweets' (Julian Critchley, quoted in the Daily Mail)

'Suppose you were an idiot.  And suppose you were a member of Congress. But I repeat myself.' (Mark Twain)

‘Being in politics is like being a football coach.  You have to be smart enough to understand the game, and dumb enough to think it’s important’  (Eugene McCartney, quoted in The Washington Post and in The Week, p.21, 


# Psychology:

'Neurosis is the inability to tolerate ambiguity' (Freud, quoted in The Times)


# Preachers & Clergy:

 After the church service a little boy told the pastor, "When I grow up, I'm
 going to give you some money."  "Well, thank you," the pastor replied, "but
 why?"  "Because my daddy says you're one of the poorest preachers we've ever
 had."

‘… there are no great preachers only great congregations…’ (Jeffrey, Parsons Quotation Book)

‘The clergy may be dreadful.  But we have only the laity to choose from’ (Anon, Parsons Quotation Book)

‘The clergyman is expected to be a kind of human Sunday’ (Samuel Butler, PQB, p. 15)

‘The priest’s task is to animate not to dominate’ (Basil Hume, PQB, p.15)

‘Invisible six days a week and incomprehensible on the seventh’ (Anglican proverb, PQB, p. 17)

‘Parsons are like manure.  Spread about, they do a lot of good.  But in a heap they stink’ (anon, p.19, PQB)

‘Every bishop has a crook on his staff’ (anon, p. 20, PQB)

‘Christianity was not founded by clergymen’ (Norman Vincent Peale, p.23, PQB)

 A new pastor moved into town and went out one Saturday to visit his
 parishioners.  All went well until he came to one house.  It was
 obvious that someone was home, but no one came to the door even after he
 had knocked several times.  Finally, he took out his card, wrote on the
 back "Revelation 3:20" and stuck it on the door.
 Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If any
 man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
 sup with him, and he with me.
  The next day, as he was counting the offering he found his card in the
 collection plate. Below his message was a notation "Genesis 3 :10"
  Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and
 I was afraid, because I was naked."



# Research, Education and Truth:

'Education: that which reveals to the wise, and conceals from the stupid, the vast limits of their knowledge' (Mark Twain)

‘When you steal from one author, it’s plagiarism; if you steal from many, it’s research’ (Wilson Mizner, p. 74, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)

'Immature poets imitate, great poets steel' (T.S. Eliot, quoted in The Times)

‘Men of power have no time to read; yet the men who do not read are unfit for power.’ (Michael Foot, quoted in the Guardian, and in The Week, p. 19, 3 June 2006)

'Think for yourself, and let others enjoy the privilege of doing so too' (Voltaire, quoted in the Guardian).

‘Solitude is the school of genius.’ (Edward Gibbon, quoted in the Guardian)

'We educated ourselves to make noble use of our leisure' (Aristotle, quoted in The Independent)

'The mind of the bigot is like the pupil of the eye; the more light you pour upon it, the more it will contract'  (Oliver Wendell Holmes, quoted in The San Diego Union-Tribune)

'Sentimentality is the emotional promiscuity of those who have no sentiment' (Norman Mailer, quoted in The San Diego Union-Tribune) 

'Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe' (HG Wells)

'Laddie, you can't expect to believe everything you write in a newspaper' (Unnamed columnist to a colleague, quoted in the Daily Mail)

'Everybody lies -- every day; every hour; awake; asleep; in his dreams; in his joy; in his mourning; if he keeps his tongue still, his hands, his feet, his eyes, his attitude will convey deception' (Mark Twain).
   
'Nothing taught by force stays in the soul' (Plato, quoted in The Independent)

          
To the man in the street who, I'm sorry to say, 
Is a keen observer of life, 
The word 'Intellectual suggests straight away
A man who's untrue to his wife.
(WH Auden, quoted in The Times)

'An intellectual is someone who, when left alone in a room with a woolly tea cosy, resists the urge to put it on his head' (Saying quoted in a letter to The Times)

'Nothing returns one quicker to God than the sight of a scientist, no vocabulary, no sympathy, no comprehension of metaphor, and no wit, looking soulless and forlorn amid the wonders of nature' (Howard Jacobson on Richard Dawkins, in The Independent)

'Many people would sooner die than think.  In fact they do' (Bertrand Russell, quoted in The Independent)

'Neurosis is the inability to tolerate ambiguity' (Freud, quoted in The Times)

'Enthusiasm -- ever the deadly foe of accuracy'  (Emma Tennant in The Spectator)



 HOW TO WRITE YOUR THESIS PAPER 
                  - Submitted by KSmocke
            -------------------------------
 Scene: It's a fine beautiful day in the forest; and a 
rabbit is 
 sitting outside his burrow, typing away on his laptop. 
 
 Along comes a fox, out for a walk.
 
 Fox:    "What are you working on?"
 Rabbit: "My pHD Thesis"
 Fox:    "Hmmmmm. What is it about?"
 Rabbit: "Oh, I'm writing about how rabbits eat foxes."
          (There is an incredulous pause)
 Fox:    "That's ridiculous! 
          Any fool knows that rabbits don't eat foxes!"
 Rabbit: "Come with me and I'll show you!"
 
 They both disappear into the rabbit's burrow. After a 
few minutes,
 gnawing on a fox bone, the rabbit returns to his lap 
top and resumes
 typing. Soon a wolf comes along and stops to watch the 
hard working
 rabbit. (Tippy-tap, tippy-tap, tippy-tippy-tap).
 
 Wolf:    "What's that you are writing?"
 Rabbit:  "I'm doing a thesis on how rabbits eats 
wolves."
          (loud guffaws).
 Wolf:    "You don't expect to get such garbage 
          published, do you?"
 Rabbit:  "No problem. Do you want to see why?"
 
 The rabbit and the wolf go into the burrow, and again 
the rabbit 
 returns by himself. This time he is patting his 
stomach. He goes back to
 his typing. (Tippy-tap, tippy-tap, tippy-tippy-tap).
 
 Finally a bear comes along and asks, 
 Bear:   "What are you doing?"
 Rabbit: "I'm doing a thesis on how rabbits eats bears."
 Bear:   "Well that's absurd!"
 Rabbit: "Come into my home and I'll show you."
 
 SCENE: Inside the rabbit's burrow. In one corner, 
there is a pile of fox
 bones. In another corner is a pile of wolf bones. On 
the other side of
 the room a huge lion is belching and picking his teeth.
 
 THE MORAL OF THE STORY:
 -----------------------
 It doesn't matter what you choose for a thesis topic.
 It doesn't matter what you use for your data.
 It doesn't even matter if your topic makes sense.
 What matters is who you have for a thesis advisor.



# Revival:

‘The clergy of the Church of England are all that stand between this country and immediate religious revival’ (George Bernard Shaw, quoted in ‘The Parson’s Quotation Book’, Jeffrey ed.)


# Sleep:

Anagram:       Snooze Alarms               Alas! No More Z's

"A snooze button is a poor substitute for no alarm clock at all" (anon).


# Sport:

‘I’m not a fighter, I have bad reflexes.  I was once run over by a car being pushed by two guys’. (Woody Assllen, p. 63, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Statistics:

'There are two sorts of forecasters: those who don't know, and those who don't know that they don't know.' (JK Galbraith, quoted in The Times)

Two unbiased estimators were sitting in a bar. The first 
says, "So how do you like married life?" The other replies, 
"It's pretty good if you don't mind giving up that one 
degree of freedom!"


A Bayesian is one who, vaguely expecting a horse, and 
catching a glimpse of a donkey, strongly believes he has 
seen a mule.


THE TOP TEN REASONS TO BECOME A STATISTICIAN

          Deviation is considered normal.
          We feel complete and sufficient.
          We are "mean" lovers.
          Statisticians do it discretely and continuously.
          We are right 95% of the time.
          We can legally comment on someone's posterior distribution.
          We may not be normal but we are transformable.
          We never have to say we are certain.
          We are honestly significantly different.
          No one wants our jobs.


# Success:

'Only three things are necessary for success -- impudence, impudence and impudence' (anon).

'The desire for esteem is the soul of society: it unites us all, the one and the other.  I need your approbation, you need mine' (Ann-Therese de Lambert, 17th century salon hostess, quoted in the Literary Review)

# Summer:

The Tyranny of summer:
 
"There is something terrifically bossy about the summer.  Everyone has an idea -- the same idea -- about what you should be doing.  'It's too nice to stay indoors,' are the words every child dreads. Instead of being able to get on with the life you wanted (playing with the hamster; dressing up as Lady Jane Gray) you are obliged listlessly to explore the patch of earth your parents call the garden.  Instead of lingering in a rich interior world, you must mess around with a ball or bounce pointlessly on a trampoline.  Rather than devouring a book or painting a picture, there is nothing to do except keep the grown-ups happy by cantering around the lawn pretending to be a pony."  Kathryn Hughes in The Guardian (quoted in The Week, p.8, 17 June 2006).


# Taste and the lack of it:

After seeing Ike and Tina Turner’s house: ‘You mean you can actually spend 70,000 dollars at Woolworth’s?’ (Bob Kransow, p. 44, Showbiz in Quotes 1990)


# Teamwork:

Go the extra mile. It makes your boss look like an incompetent slacker.

TEAMWORK . . . means never having to take all the blame yourself.

‘A team effort is a lot of people doing what I say.’ (M. Winner)


The Parable Of The Bricklayer:

There was a bricklayer who was injured while trying to get a load of bricks down from the 10th floor without help. On his insurance form he wrote the following:

“It would have been too long to carry the bricks down by hand, so I put them in a barrel to lower them by a pulley, which I had fastened to the top of the building. 

After tying the rope securely at ground level, I then went up on the 10th floor and swung the barrel of bricks out over the pavement.  Then I ran down ten storeys and untied the rope, holding it securely, trying to guide the barrel down slowly. But since I weigh only 140 pounds, the 500 pound  load jerked me from the ground so fast that I didn’t have time to think of letting go of the rope.
“As I passed between the fourth and fifth floor, I met the barrel coming down. This accounts for the lacerations on my upper body. I held tightly to the rope until I reached the top, where my hand became jammed in the pulley. This accounts for my broken thumb. Suddenly, the barrel hit the pavement with a bang and the bottom fell out.  

With the weight of the bricks now gone, the barrel only weighed about 40 pounds; thus,  my 140 pound body began a swift descent and I met the empty barrel coming up. This accounts for my broken ankle.  Slowed only slightly, I continued my descent and landed on the pile of bricks. This accounts for my sprained back and broken collar bone. At this point, I lost my presence of mind completely, let go of the rope, and the empty barrel came crashing down on me. This accounts for my head injuries.

“As for the last question on the form: ‘What would I do if the same situation arose again?’  Please be advised that I am finished trying to do the job all by myself.”


# Warnings, Signs and Notices:

Advert in window of an Army and Navy store: “Now is the Discount of our Winter Tents”

From a brochure of a car rental firm in Tokyo:
      "When passenger of foot heave in sight, tootle the horn.
      Trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles
      your passage then tootle him with vigor."

   IN A LONDON DEPARTMENT STORE:
   Bargain Basement Upstairs
  
   IN AN OFFICE:
   Would the person who took the step ladder yesterday please
   bring it back or further steps will be taken.
  
   IN ANOTHER OFFICE:
   After the tea break staff should empty the teapot and stand
   upside down on the draining board.
  
   ON A CHURCH DOOR::
   This is the gate of Heaven. Enter ye all by this door. (This
   door is kept locked because of the draft. Please use side
   entrance.)
  
   OUTSIDE A SECOND HAND SHOP:
   We exchange anything - bicycles, washing machines etc. Why
   not bring your wife along and get a wonderful bargain.
  
   QUICKSAND WARNING:
   Quicksand. Any person passing this point will be drowned.
   By order of the District Council.
  
   NOTICE IN A DRY CLEANER'S WINDOW:
   Anyone leaving their garments here for more than 30 days
   will be disposed of.
  
   IN A HEALTH FOOD SHOP WINDOW:
   Closed due to illness.
  
   SPOTTED IN A SAFARI PARK:
   Elephants Please Stay In Your Car
  
   SEEN DURING A CONFERENCE:
   For anyone who has children and doesn't know it, there is a
   day care on the first floor.
  
   NOTICE IN A FIELD:
   The farmer allows walkers to cross the field for free, but
   the bull charges.
  
   MESSAGE ON A LEAFLET:
   If you cannot read, this leaflet will tell you how to get
   lessons.
  
   ON A REPAIR SHOP DOOR:
   We can repair anything (Please knock hard on the door - the
   bell doesn't work)
  
   SPOTTED IN A TOILET IN A LONDON OFFICE BLOCK:
   Toilet out o order.  Please use floor below.


 ********* 15 Actual Announcements Taken from Church Bulletins *********
 
 1.  Don't let worry kill you--let the church help.
 
 2.  Thursday night--Potluck supper.  Prayer and medication to follow.
 
 3.  Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and
     community.
 
 4.  For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a
     nursery downstairs.
 
 5.  The rosebud on the alter this morning is to announce the birth of
     David Alan Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belzer.
 
 6.  This afternoon there will be a meeting in the South and North ends
     of the church.  Children will be baptized at both ends.
 
 7.  Tuesday at 4:00 PM there will be an ice cream social.  All ladies
     giving milk will please come early.
 
 8.  Wednesday, the ladies Liturgy Society will meet.  Mrs. Jones will
     sing, "Put me in My Little Bed," accompanied by the pastor.
 
 9.  Thursday at 5:00 P.M. there will be a meeting of the Little Mothers
     Club.  All wishing to become little mothers, please see the
     minister in his study.
 
 10. This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward
     and lay an egg on the alter.
 
 11. The service will close with "Little Drops of Water."  One of the
     ladies will start quietly and the rest of the congregation will
     join in.
 
 12. Next Sunday a special collection will be taken to defray the cost
     of new carpet.  All those wishing to do something on the new carpet
     will come forward and do so.
 
 13. The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind and
     they may be seen in the church basement Friday.
 
 14. A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.
     Music will follow.
 
 15. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What is
     Hell?"  Come early and listen to our choir practice.



Product Names

        Clean Finger Nail      		-  Chinese tissues
        Kolic                            	-  Japanese mineral water
        Creap Creamy Powder    	-  Japanese Coffee Creamer
        Last Climax            		-  Japanese tissues
        Ass Glue               		-  Chinese glues
        Swine                  		-  Chinese chocolates
        Libido                 		-  Chinese soda
        Pocari Sweat           		-  Japanese sport drink
        Ban Cock               		-  Indian cockroach repellent
        Shocking               		-  Japanese chewing gum
        Homo sausage           	-  East Asian fish sausage
        Cat Wetty              		-  Japanese moistened hand towels
        Hornyphon              		-  Austrian video recorder
        Shitto                 		-  Ghanian pepper sauce
        Pipi                   		-  Yugoslavian orangeade
        Polio                  		-  Czechoslovakian laudnry detergent
        Crundy                 		-  Japanese gourmet candy
        Superglans             		-  Netherlands car wax
        I'm Dripper            		-  Japanese instant coffee
        Zit                    		-  Greek soft drink
        My Fanny               		-  Japanese toilet paper
        Colon Plus             		-  Spanish detergent



Taken from essays written in Sunday schools around the world:
______________________________

 --Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark.

 --Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by
night.

 --The brother of Jacob was called Seesaw.

 --The First Commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat
the apple.

 --The Fifth Commandment is humor thy father and mother.

 --The Seventh Commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery.

 --Solomon had 200 wives and 700 cucumbers.

 --When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she
sang the Magna Carta.

 --Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.

 --In the Gospel of Luke they named him Enamel.

 --The people who followed the Lord were called the twelve
opossums.

 --The epistles were the wives of the apostles.

 --Jesus ate the last supper with the twelve decibels.

 --I love the Christmas story, especially the part about
the three wise guys from the East Side.

 --A Christian can have only one wife. This is called monotony.

 --The natives of Macedonia did not believe Paul, so he got
stoned.

 --The Pope lives in the vacuum.

 --A republican is a sinner mentioned in the Bible.

 --The Christians who were condemned to death entered the arena
to face wild lions singing hymns of praise.

 --A Protestant is a woman who gets her living through an im-
moral life.

 --Holy acrimony is another name for marriage.

***************************************************

Source_____Richard Lederer, "More Anguished English" (1993)



More  from Sunday school essays:

      In the first book of The Bible, Guinessis, God got tired
 of creating the world, so he took the Sabbath off...

      Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree...

      Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark...

      Noah built an ark, which the animals come on to in pears...

      Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by
 night...

      The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had
 trouble with the unsympaythetic Genitals...

      Sampson was a strong man who let himself be led astray by
 a Jezebel like Delilah...

      Sampson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles...

      Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sead, where they made
 unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients...

      The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert...

      Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the
 ten ammendments...

      The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat
 the apple...

      The fifth commandment is to humour thy father and mother...

      The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery...

      Moses died before he ever reached Canada...

      Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol...

      The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his
 son to stand still and he obeyed him...

      David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar...

      He fought with the Finklesteins, a race of people who
 lived in Biblical times...

      Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines...

      When Mary heard that she was the mother of Jesus, she sang
 the Magna Carta...

      When the three wise guys from the east side arrived, they
 found Jesus in the manager...

      Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption...

      St. John, the blacksmith, dumped water on his head...

      Jesus enuciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to
 others before they do one to you...

      He also explained, "a man doth not live by sweat alone."

      It was a miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed
 to get the tombstone off the entrance...

      The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 decibels...

      The epistles were the wives of the apostles...

      One of the opossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan...

      St. Paul cavorted to Christianity.  He preached holy acrimony,
 which is another name for marriage...

      A Christian should have only one spouse.  This is called monotony...



# Welsh, English, Scottish:

'England is not a bad country -- it's just a mean, cold, ugly, divided, tired, clapped-out, post-imperial, post-industrial slag heap covered in polystyrene hamburger cartons.' (Margaret Drabble, quoted in the Daily Mail)

A.A. Gill's description of the Welsh: "loquacious dissemblers, immoral liars, stunted, bigoted, dark, ugly, pugnacious little trolls" (quoted in The Week, 13 May 2006, p.3)

‘The Scots are a race who keep the Sabbath… and every other damn thing they can lay their hands on.’ (Lyndon Johnson, quoted in The Sunday Telegraph)


# Wisdom:

'Good judgement comes from experience, and experience -- well, that comes from poor judgement' (AA Milne)


# Work and Leisure:

'Always strive to excel, but only on weekends' (American philosopher Richard Rorty, quoted in the Independent)


 TEN BEST THINGS TO SAY IF YOU GET CAUGHT SLEEPING AT YOUR DESK:

 10. "They told me at the blood bank this might happen."

 9. "This is just a 15-minute power nap like they raved about in that
 time-management course you sent me to."

 8. "Whew! Guess I left the top off the White-Out. You probably got here just
 in time"

 7. "I wasn't sleeping. I was meditating on the mission statement and
 envisioning a new paradigm."

 6. "I was testing my keyboard for drool resistance."

 5. "I was doing a highly specific yoga exercise to relieve work-related
 stress. Are you discriminating against people who practice yoga?"

 4. "Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out a solution to our
 company's biggest problem."

 3. "The coffee machine is broken...."

 2. "Someone must've put decaf in the wrong pot...."

 And the #1 best thing to say if you get caught sleeping at your desk:

 1. "... And, finally, let us pray for the future of our company. Amen."


 INDECISION is the key to FLEXIBILITY.

 A snooze button is a poor substitute for no alarm clock at all.

 Go the extra mile. It makes your boss look like an incompetent slacker.

 Never put off until tomorrow what you can avoid altogether.

 Doing a job RIGHT the first time gets the job done.  Doing the job WRONG
 fourteen times gives you job security.


‘In the case of fire: Flee the building with the same reckless abandon that occurs each day at home time’ (323)

Man tries to find a job: shopkeeper says, ‘sorry, I can’t hire you.  There just isn’t enough work to keep you busy’.  Man replies, ‘You’ll be surprised how little it takes’.




